Constructionism 2014 Conference Report

Vienna, Germany,  August 2014

The Vienna Constructionism conference went very well for BIY. Dan B., Nick Z. and I all were able to present the Build-it-Yourself company, and there Modular contraction idea. Through this, we were able to learn many new skills, like talking to people in a formal fashion, presenting an idea and a product. From preparation for the conference, we learned to get ready for presentations very well, since we were practically presenting Build-It-Yourself every time we talked to someone. 
As interns who were younger than most of the people at the conference, we had to dress more formally than everyone around us to make sure we were taken seriously. This is a tip to the interns out there who will be going to this conference or others like it, dress very formal to keep a status which presents you as a good representative if Build-It-Yourself. During the conference it was also very difficult to stay on task and focused. One thing that we made sure to do was stay well presented and polite. We made sure to not play on our phones or mess around in any way to stay well represented. This held our personal and company reputations much higher in order to talk in an effective manner. Along with those tips, future interns should make sure to bring and notebook with the basic ideas of build it yourself and what to talk about to certain people. This was one of the strategies that Dan, Nick and I used to make sure we were remembering what to say.
When talking to the many people at our station, we discovered some companies which could be valuable to the build it yourself company. One of the friendliest people there was a representative from Gogo Board. Gogo Board is much like a lego mindstorms set, in that it has a master controller and sensors which can be used to activate motors. This representative was at our table showing us his product and we were brainstorming on how we could use it in our display. He then told us that if we figured out the programming, and got the product working with our display, then the company could keep it. Of course we excitedly accepted this offer, and for the rest of the day we were working to get the Gogo Board cooperating with our premium quality junk display. After using the board we thought that it would work very well with premium quality junk. Since our database is nearing completion, I believe that the Gogo Board could be a great way to control our premium quality junk modules. Gogo board uses a programming system that includes real code for more experienced builders, and an object based version as well for younger coders. Overall, Gogo Board is a great possible company relationship for build-it-yourself.

Submitted by David

My BIY Vienna experience


About a month ago, two fellow interns and I traveled to Vienna, Austria for the annual Contructionism conference.  I must say that preceding the conference, I did feel nervous, knowing I would have to approach and talk to strangers which was something I was not used to before.  I was already feeling very tense as the first day of the conference arrived but when I saw the interns in their fancy suits and looked down only to see a much more casual looking me, my knees buckled.  I forced myself to slowly enter the conference building, I tried to make my face look as normal as possible, and sat down next to my teams poster display.  Already the first visitor was advancing towards me.  “Please don’t pick me” I thought to myself.  “So what does this neat looking robot do?” Of course he asks me.  “This is BIY’s robot from…” I gave him the BIY spiel, we talked for a little about the robot, about what he did, we exchanged business cards, and that was it.  Not so hard after all I realized.  After that, I felt much more confident and positive when meeting and talking to different people.  In the end, I had lots of fun and met cool new people while at the same time learning how to approach and talk to people I don’t know yet.  This was definitely one of my best experiences so far and I would recommend it to any teenager. 

Submitted by Nick
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