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My daughter has been involved with Build It Yourself for just over one year. 

Build It Yourself has provided an environment where she can build things, learn programming, get answers to her questions on circuits and other stuff that I know nothing about!  She does all of this with a group of people who have similar interests and creative ideas. 

The three things that have impressed me the most are:

· the teamwork--Carolyn has worked on a few different projects now that have involved kids and young adults from all over the country.  That is an experience that she will benefit from for the rest of her life.

· social interaction--a year ago I would have described Carolyn as non-social.  Now I watch her participate actively with the other interns.  She is interacting with kids her age and young adults in graduate school.  Her comfort level with socializing is incredible now; her comfort level is with all ages, genders, cultural and educational backgrounds.

· business skills--sales skills and the elevator pitch; developing and implementing a plan; troubleshooting; altering the plan; delegating to others; marketing; graphic design...this could be a very long list!  I learned my first skills babysitting!
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